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MAXSCALE MARIADB LICENSING OPEN-SOURCE

MAXSCALE LICENSE EVOLUTION
GPLv2 (2013) -» BSL (2016) -» Commercial (2025) — the end of transparency

2013 2016 21.06 25.01
GPLv2 BSL 2.0 GPLv2 freed Commercial
Fully open-source Source visible, prod = paid Last free version Closed source
BSL versions supported until 2032 ProxySQL as alternative
Auto-convert to GPLv2 on schedule — no panic Open-source R/W split, cache, failover, pooling

MariaDB invented BSL then abandoned it — trust is hard to rebuild
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